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“Teacher quality must be Job 1 of education reform in L.A.,” an article published in the Opinion Section of the L.A. Times on June 16, 2011 by Mayor Antonia Villaraigosa.   Villaraigosa gives an educated call to action to the citizens of Los Angeles and the Legislature of California to strengthen school leadership and improve the quality of teachers. Villaraigosa does so using facts, evidence and his credibility as a mayor of the city to persuade the readers to care deeply enough about the subject matter to act. However, his negative words and inconsistency detract from the message.

As mayor of the city of Los Angeles, Villaraigosa gains credibility in the subject matter by being the leader of the city. He gains trust by talking frequently about concerns that he and other citizens of Los Angeles have surrounding education. The impressive vocabulary throughout the article and the strong command of language show that he is educated and understands the subject matter clearly. He creates the tone of a “serious” need to change policy by using many negative describing words when referring to the issue. His tone also makes the reader wonder if all teachers might be failing at their jobs not just some of them. Villaraigosa loses some trust when he does not approach or refer to the possibility of an opposing view, but since he is so invested in this cause he may not want to show the other opinion.  

His credibility is most defined in his article by applying logic with the study done by the National Council on Teacher Quality.  He refers to the various findings of the study and describes them as evidence that Los Angeles is “dramatically failing” with its education system. The facts that he uses from the study give the reader background into the issue and evidence that his opinion might be accurate. This “report” gives a very good reason for his feelings on how the policies should change.  Using the report done by a national source makes the argument more influential since it is not just a local problem. 
Mayor Villaraigosa makes a clear statement that this issue is “serious” and that by following his opinion there is “demonstrated effectiveness” that he is right. By using many describing words about how problematic the subject matter has become he engages the reader at first. Villaraigosa uses many strong phrases like “we are failing,” “inferior candidates,” “forced policies,” to give the audience the feeling that this subject is of great importance. Conversely, by using so many negative points the author can make the audience disinterested and possibly annoyed. He makes a change towards the end of the article by using words like “demonstrated effectiveness”, “meaningful”, “strengthening”, and “empowering.” These words are encouraging and give the audience hope that by following his proposal the issue can be improved.  In his article however, it may be too little to late. The final issue concerning his use of Pathos that I found was inconsistency. The entire article bases the subject matter on the issue of poor quality teachers yet the final conclusion mentions nothing about teachers. This confused me and led me to almost forget the issue he had proposed.
Mayor Villaraigosa gives a very well informed and educated argument about his subject. Using his position as mayor and providing studies about the subject matter give him credibility to the audience, yet by using negative words and ending his argument with a very inconsistent conclusion he loses much of that credibility.

